
 

 

Town of Oakland, Douglas County 
Regular Town Board Meeting Minutes 
Tuesday, January 10, 2023, at 7 p.m. 

Oakland Town Hall 
 

Present:  Jack Byrd, Randy Polson, Dana Dolsen, Stacy Fornengo, Laurie Dolsen, and 8 Interested Citizens 
 
The meeting was called to order at 7 p.m. by Chair Jack Byrd, the Pledge of Allegiance was recited, a 
quorum was present, and the meeting was properly posted.  Meeting minutes from the December 13, 
2022, meeting were reviewed previously and no changes were made.  DD motioned to approve the 
meeting minutes as presented, RP seconded, all were in favor via voice vote, motion carried.   
 
Reports:  Clerk Laurie Dolsen shared she has been very busy—published/posted the approved 
ordinance, wrapped up the November election, started working on the February primary, worked on 
VFD retirement, January settlement, began preparing for the Form CT, started working on W2s and 
submittals, prepared/submitted year end and quarterly reports, worked on Workers Compensation 
payroll audit, completed the tobacco report, prepped for the caucus, and worked to resolve billing issue 
with Coordinated Business Systems.  Treasurer Stacy Fornengo shared she is working on taxes and dog 
licenses. Supervisor Dana Dolsen shared she has received good reports from the school bus drivers and 
the mail carriers for the plowed roads after the most recent storm—all are in very good condition.  The 
Community Events Group is partnering with the Volunteer Fire Department to have the Snowshoe Races 
this year after being canceled due to Covid (will be held on Sunday, February 26).  Supervisor Randy 
Polson brought up concerns for residents illegally leaving snow on the roads when they plow their 
driveways and mailbox area and it is posing safety concerns for the motoring public, our workers and 
equipment, and emergency, bus, and motor carrier drivers—this issue will need to be addressed and 
residents will be held responsible if damages or injuries occur.  Chair Jack Byrd thanked the road crew 
for the long hours they have been putting in plowing the roads after recent storms and following up 
with additional cleanup.  He also reported that the blower motor for the furnace in the town hall is on 
backorder but will be installed as soon as it is received.  Fire Chief John Melcher was not present but 
sent an email sharing that in December, they had 7 medical calls, 1 mutual aid medical call, 1 structure 
fire, 2 mutual aid structure fires, 2 lines down calls, 1 wildland (garbage) fire, 3 lift assists, 1 motor 
vehicle call, and 1 CO (carbon monoxide) check.  Their 2% fire dues audit was recently completed and 
they passed without issue but the inspector did notice the snow removal around the hall was not 
completed yet and stated the state statute that the fire department must have facilities capable, 
without delay, of receiving an alarm and dispatching fire fighters and apparatus and requested that the 
fire hall be plowed and doors cleaned for occupancy in order to comply with the state statute.  VFD is 
working with the Community Events Group to hold the snowshoe races again this year on February 26 
since the VFD is in need of members.  John also requested assistance with resolving IT issues (internet 
and renewal of Microsoft Office Suite).  Mouse traps are also needed as there is a resident mouse in the 
fire hall.  A brief discussion was held about installing stairs to the area above the fire hall office (with 
gates to secure access) and that Greg will need new turnout gear.  Road Crew foreman Brian Conley 
reported they have been busy plowing snow, sanding the roads, and cutting trees that have fallen over 
the road multiple times due to all the snowstorms we have had.  County Representative Joe Moen said 
towns can apply for emergency assistance if needed for the recent storms, feedback is needed on the 
ordinance for Zoning, the Forestry Department recently signed a contract for the carbon credit program 
and the snowmobile trails are slowly being opened as they are able to clear the trails from downed trees 
due to the recent storms. 
 



 

 

Bills:  The bills were reviewed and DD motioned to pay the bills as presented; RP seconded; all were in 
favor via voice vote; motion carried. 
 
Plan Commission:  The PC did not meet in January as no applications were received but work continues 
on the municipal operating plan (Brian working on), the Steve Olson information/request is being 
reviewed; Mary Brill will be attending the Zoning meeting regarding campgrounds; and the Parr Road 
issue is being addressed—it is a platted road and items at the end of the road need to be removed.   
 
Steamer Replacement:  A new unit has been ordered and should be delivered by Friday.  The invoice will 
be delivered to Laurie for payment asap.   
 
Plowing Snow Across the Road:  Due to the recent storms, there has been an increase in residents 
illegally plowing snow over the roads and it will need to be addressed.  After discussion, residents will be 
contacted directly to be informed of the state statute and a list will be kept in case they continue to this 
type of action.  Pics of the correct way to plow snow from driveways may be posted on our website if 
available.  The road crew thanked the board again for the new equipment that has helped greatly with 
snow removal.   
 
Beaver Contract:  The beaver contract received from Dan Zukowski has been received and there are no 
changes from last year except the date.  He provides great service to the town.  DD motioned to approve 
the 2023 beaver contract; RP seconded; all were in favor via voice vote; motion carried.   
 
Joint Powers Agreement:  The annual Joint Powers Agreement for the 911 dispatch was received and 
there are no changes from last year except the date.  RP motioned to approve the annual Joint Powers 
Agreement; DD seconded; all were in favor via voice vote; motion carried. 
 
Set Cleanup Date:  In order to reserve the dumpsters needed this spring, a date needs to be set for 
Cleanup Day.  After looking at the calendar, Saturday, May 20, 2023, from 8-2 p.m. was set. 
 
Public Comment:  Representatives from the Amnicon/Dowling Lake District were present and shared 
that concerns continue on the recreational use of the lake.  Dredging cannot be completed.  They are 
also concerned about parking by the public boat landing and requested no parking signs be installed in 
areas posing safety concerns—signs will be ordered and installed in the spring. 
 
The next town board meeting will be on Tuesday, February 14, 2023, at 7 p.m.  DD motioned to adjourn; 
RP seconded; all were in favor via voice vote; motion carried.  Meeting adjourned at 7:57 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
Laurie K. Dolsen, Town Clerk 



 

 

Town of Oakland, Douglas County 
Regular Town Board Meeting Minutes 
Tuesday, February 14, 2023, at 7 p.m. 

Oakland Town Hall 
 

Present:  Jack Byrd, Randy Polson, Stacy Fornengo, Laurie Dolsen, and 6 Interested Citizens 
 
The meeting was called to order at 7 p.m. by Chair Jack Byrd, the Pledge of Allegiance was recited, a quorum 
was present, and the meeting was properly posted.  Meeting minutes from the January 10, 2023, meeting were 
reviewed previously and no changes were made.  RP motioned to approve the meeting minutes as presented, JB 
seconded, all were in favor via voice vote, motion carried.   
 
Reports:  Clerk Laurie Dolsen reported all the tax information (W-2’s, 1099’s, etc.) have been completed and 
distributed; year-end reporting is also completed; the Census information for the VFD retirement has been 
completed and submitted for the year; she has completed the Clerk’s portion of the self-certification for the VFD 
2% Dues; absentee ballots continue to be processed (in-person voting, online, etc.) and election preparation for 
the February 21 Spring Primary is being done; Annual Meeting preparation and Form CT preparation are 
currently in process; and the February Tax Settlement will be completed soon.  Treasurer Stacy Fornengo 
reported she has been working on taxes, taxes, taxes as well as preparing for the Snowshoe Races.  Supervisor 
Randy Polson reported he has been busy assisting with the Snowshoe Races (i.e., donations, raffle tickets, etc.).  
Supervisor Dana Dolsen was absent—no report.  Chair Jack Byrd reported he has been out checking the roads; 
working with Stack Brothers to fix the furnace (blower motor finally arrived and is in); and thanked the road 
crew for fixing Holmes Road.  Fire Chief John Melcher was not present but it was reported that the DNR 
Refresher training was held yesterday (February 13) and the stairs to the office roof in the fire hall are done and 
look nice—thank you.  Road Crew Foreman Brian Conley reported they have plowed the roads as needed; 
plowed the bus/garbage truck turnarounds; sanded roads as needed; worked in the shop; cut overhanging trees 
from the roads; assisted at the Kelleher fire on Swamp Road using the backhoe; installed new batteries in the 
fire department pumper truck; winged back the snowbanks; worked on the fire department stairs; replaced the 
throttle cable on the 140H grader; plowed the church parking lot for lifetime resident Arvid Stromquist’s funeral; 
completed the 250-hour oil change and sample on the new grader; installed the new steamer unit on the shop 
truck; and worked on the BIL grant and other warranty paperwork.  County Supervisor Joe Moen was not 
present—no report. 
 
Bills:  The bills were reviewed and RP motioned to pay the bills as presented; JB seconded; all were in favor via 
voice vote; motion carried. 
 
Plan Commission:  The Plan Commission met on Monday, February 13, at 2:30 p.m. to review correspondence 
received and the application for a Zoning change by Greg Dolsen/Dana Kelleher from F1 to A1.  After 
review/discussion, the PC recommends the board approve the zoning change.  Regarding work on the Lake 
Access Ordinance, the PC would like clarification and/or confirmation from the board if they should continue 
working in this ordinance (is it really needed?) as it will take a lot of work and will be a long process to prepare 
(i.e., define what is green space, prepare a template from scratch, research, etc.).  No decision was made as the 
full Board was not present.  A recent article in the WTA newsletter covered information on town Plan 
Commissions and a current town resolution from 2010 states member terms are for 3 years—we should post to 
see if there is any interest from residents who want to serve on the Plan Commission.  LD will complete this.  
Regarding the Fiscal Emergency Operations Plan Ordinance, they are looking to see if there are any updates 
(there are none from the State) and the contact information needs to be updated before being submitted to the 
Board for review.  They checked with Stacy regarding the licensing guidelines to see if anything changed and she 
will review that with the Chief.  Also, we no longer fill pools so that part will be removed.  No more updates 



 

 

were shared.  JB motioned to accept/approve the PC’s recommendation to approve the Dolsen Zoning change; 
RP seconded; all were in favor via voice vote; motion carried. 
 
Town Hall Furnace:  JB has been meeting with Stack Brothers regarding repair of the town hall furnace and the 
new engine finally arrived and was installed—repairs are complete and it is working now.     
 
Grader:  Since the Minnesota DOT had a positive reaction to the naming of their graders, it was suggested by JB 
to contact Four Corners School to hold a similar contest to name our new plow.  All present thought it was a 
good idea—JB will contact Four Corners School (Ellen Chicka) to see if they would be interested in this. 
 
Town Hall Cleanup:  Vendors for the tires (Tire Aggregate), appliances (Afterlife), and food (Gronks) have been 
contacted and set.  LD shared dumpsters from Waste Management have also been reserved for May 21. 
 
Snowshoe Races:  Preparations for the Snowshoe Races are well underway to take place on Sunday, 
February 26, with the Community Events Group and the Volunteer Fire Department members combining efforts 
this year.  A reporter from the Superior Telegram came out and did a story on the revival of this event after 
being canceled for 2 years because of Covid.  Lots of raffles are being sold and everyone is looking forward to 
this event happening again this year. 
 
Operator License Application:  LD has received an application for an operator’s license but it is on the wrong 
form and needs to be resubmitted (form was taken from the Town of Oakland website in Burnett County and 
not our website).  Review of what has been received looks fine and LD recommends approval when the correct 
paperwork is received.  JB motioned the operator license would be approved once the correct paperwork is 
received; RP seconded; all were in favor via voice vote; motion carried. 
 
Public Comment:  Brian Conley shared the annual housing survey has been completed.  He also reviewed the 
agreement received from the DNR regarding use of our equipment in case of a wildland fire and we have never 
been called upon to assist so do we really need to sign this?  Board members will need to review.  Brian also 
mentioned he did the 250-hour oil check on the new grader per warranty guidelines and there are possibly some 
issues.  Fabick/CAT has a Customer Value Agreement—do we want to enroll and pay for it?  The Board will need 
to review the agreements before they can make a recommendation.  LD made copies and distributed them to 
the board for review.  Residents present thanked the town for plowing the AOOC range area for access.  They 
also shared a Family Fun Day will be held at the AOOC range and they will also be at the Fish and Game Show.   
 
Olson Property:  This topic was inadvertently missed during the PC agenda items.  Brian printed out 
emails/correspondence received from Mr. Olson and will get copies to the town board.  They are landowners 
next to town property on the lake and want to do a restoration project on their property with a berm.  The 
proposed project would impact trees on our right of way.  No changes or disturbances will be allowed on town 
property.  Brian has asked for a plan to review so the PC can meet and make a recommendation to the board.  
The board will need to meet to discuss this further once the emails and all other information is received so a 
response to Mr. Olson’s emails can be sent in a letter from the Town Board.      
 
The next town board meeting will be on Tuesday, March 14, 2023, at 7 p.m.  RP motioned to adjourn; JB 
seconded; all were in favor via voice vote; motion carried.  Meeting adjourned at 8:01 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
Laurie K. Dolsen, Town Clerk 



 

 

Town of Oakland, Douglas County 
Regular Town Board Meeting Minutes 

Tuesday, March 14, 2023, at 7 p.m. 
Oakland Town Hall 

 
Present:  Jack Byrd, Randy Polson, Dana Dolsen, Stacy Fornengo, Laurie Dolsen, and 13 Interested Citizens 
 
The meeting was called to order at 7 p.m. by Chair Jack Byrd, the Pledge of Allegiance was recited, a quorum 
was present, and the meeting was properly posted.  Meeting minutes from the February 14, 2023, Regular 
Board meeting were reviewed previous to this meeting and no changes were made.  DD motioned to approve 
the February 14, 2023, Regular Town Board Meeting Minutes as presented; RP seconded; all were in favor via 
voice vote; motion carried.   
 
Reports:  Clerk Laurie Dolsen reported she has begun working on putting the information together for the 
Form CT (towns taxes), is preparing for the April Annual Town Meeting (Tuesday, April 18, 2023), assisted with 
the Snowshoe Races, worked with the vendor to complete the retirement payout request for a volunteer 
firefighter, completed work on the February Spring Primary, is preparing for the April 4, 2023, Spring Election, 
has handled garbage calls, and will register any board member who wants to attend the WTA meeting to be held 
in Cable on March 30 (JB will attend).  Treasurer Stacy Fornengo reported she is wrapping up the Snowshoe 
Races and has adjusted the hours in the new online Operating Engineers website where needed.  Supervisor 
Dana Dolsen thanked the road crew for a job well done on clearing the roads after the recent snowstorms, 
especially while having to deal with equipment issues. She also reported that the Snowshoe Races held on 
February 26 were a huge success as there was a great turnout and funds were raised for the Volunteer Fire 
Department and the Community Group—a lot of positive feedback was received and it was a great event with 
many volunteers assisting.  Supervisor Randy Polson said he has been dealing with complaints about residents 
plowing snow across the roads and leaving debris on the road—this is an agenda item for later in the meeting.  
Chair Jack Byrd thanked the Community Group and the Volunteer Fire Department members for working 
together to bring back the Snowshoe Races—it was a great success!  Fire Chief John Melcher was not present—
no report but Stacy Fornengo thanked everyone for helping make the Snowshoe Races a success this year, 
especially the Community Group.  Road Crew Foreman Brian Conley reported they put the steamer together, 
pushed culverts, built a platform for the water tank, steamed culverts, finished the stairs in the fire department, 
put lifting hooks on the new steamer, worked on the Mack truck (hose replacement), worked on the 140H 
grader, sanded the roads, picked up trash on the Lien Road, plowed the turnarounds to open them up, winged 
snowbanks back, and plowed snow.  County Supervisor Joe Moen shared the zoning change application from the 
Town of Oakland was approved, there is a Zoning Conference on March 28 in Solon Springs, a new coordinator 
has been hired, and there was $4.3 million in forestry sales.   
 
Bills:  The bills were reviewed prior to the meeting.  RP motioned to pay the bills as received; DD seconded; all 
were in favor via voice vote; motion carried.   
 
Plan Commission:  The Plan Commission did not meet due to the snowstorm.  PC chair Brian Conley reported 
that Stacy is reviewing the Municipal Operating Plan for updates and will forward it to the PC for review prior to 
bringing it to the Board for approval.  No applications have been received to review and act on and there are no 
other updates.   
 
Steve Olson Property:  JB called the designer from Prairie Restoration to get measurements (width and 
elevation) and he never called back.  RP has also spoken with Mr. Olson and various agencies and more 
information and numerous approvals will be needed:  Plan Commission review and recommendation (does not 
have all the information needed but no planting or removals would take place on the town’s land and no water 
would be allowed to drain on our land as well); town approval; DC Zoning approval; DNR approval; etc.  More 



 

 

information is needed—no action occurred.  Discussion continued regarding the Olson platform that is still 
about 30% on our land that will need to be removed.  LD will pull the letter previously sent requesting its 
removal.   
 
Graders:  Both graders are having maintenance issues—the 1996 140H needs work and the new grader is being 
repaired after finding fuel pump issues at the 250-hour warranty check.  Plowing has been a challenge with 
these issues taking the graders out of service to be fixed. 
 
Road Discussion:  This year, there has been a higher number of residents plowing snow across the town roads 
and leaving debris on the road.  This puts the town employees and our very expensive equipment in danger of 
serious injury and damage.  It is okay to clear snow by the mailboxes to push it back but it is illegal to leave any 
snow or ice debris on the roads.  Jack has taken pictures of residents that have properly plowed the snow—we 
can post them on our website and on FB if needed.  Letters will be sent when needed but solutions will also be 
added to the letter. 
 
Parr Road—a lengthy discussion followed regarding land ownership on Parr Road and town correspondence 
from 2004 and 2011 regarding this road issue.  LD provided the folder we have on the Parr Road issue and Barb 
also provided copies of previous correspondence.  A citizen suggested our legal counsel may need to take a look 
at this issue.  DD motioned to table discussion on the Parr Road issue until more information is received and the 
Plan Commission and the Board have time to review it; RP seconded; all were in favor via voice vote; motion 
carried.   
 
VFD Retirement Plan:  While recently working with the representative handling our VFD retirement, she stated 
we are only one of a few departments who are still under the Lincoln Benefit Plan—most have moved to a plan 
under Empower, which has a minimum guarantee of 3% interest and funds disbursed are sent directly to the fire 
fighter and they handle the 1099 information, etc., not the town.  She suggested we start moving our funds over 
to an Empower account; however only 10% of the funds can be disbursed per year without penalty so we may 
have to wait to move the funds this year depending on what the most recent disbursement is.  The rest can be 
moved in increments per year.   
 
Fiber Internet (Citizen Agenda Item):  We were recently contacted by a citizen requesting we promote East 
Central Energy installing fiber optic internet in our area—the more interest in an area, the faster it will be 
installed.  The town promoting a single business is not recommended but citizens can feel free to go to ECE’s 
website and show their interest independently.   
 
ARPA Funding:  Clerk LD will be submitting the required spending report by April 30 and reminded the board 
that ARPA funding must be encumbered by 2024 and spent by 2026.   
 
Public Comment:  LD asked the board if they had a chance to review the Fabick/CAT Customer Value Agreement 
documents from the February meeting.  They had and RP motioned to sign up for the value agreement; DD 
seconded; all were in favor via voice vote; motion carried. 
 
The next regular town board meeting is Tuesday, April 11, 2023, at 7 p.m.  DD motioned to adjourn; RP 
seconded; all were in favor via voice vote; motion carried.  The meeting adjourned at 8:30 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
Laurie K. Dolsen, Town Clerk 



Town of Oakland, Douglas County 
Regular Town Board Meeting 

Tuesday, April 11, 2023, at 7 p.m. 
Oakland Town Hall 

 
Present:  Jack Byrd, Randy Polson, Dana Dolsen, Laurie Dolsen, Stacy Fornengo, and 16 Interested Citizens 
 
The meeting was called to order at 7 p.m. by Chair Jack Byrd; the Pledge of Allegiance was recited; a quorum was 
present; and the meeting was properly posted.  Meeting minutes from the March 14, 2023, regular town board 
meeting were reviewed and no changes were made.  DD motioned to approve the minutes as presented; RP 
seconded; all were in favor via voice vote; motion carried.   
 
Reports:  Clerk Laurie Dolsen reported the recent election on April 4 was successful with almost 400 voters casting 
a ballot; she is also working on preparing for the annual meeting, the Form CT report, the annual ARPA report, the 
quarterly payroll reports, and Open Book/Board of Review.  Treasurer Stacy Fornengo reported the taxes for the 
first part of the year are done and she has added additional loan information to the financial report.  Supervisors 
Dana Dolsen and Randy Polson did not have anything to report.  Chair Jack Byrd did not have anything to report.  
Fire Chief John Melcher shared they had 5 medical calls, 1 fire call, 5 mutual aid medical calls, 2 fire alarms and 1 
CO check.  They have been looking at a 1992 equipment van for $59,000 (it is yellow and all set up already) with 
74,000 miles and it is located in Illinois.  John will be going to Texas for FD training and can stop and look at it on 
his way.  We would also need to look at the maintenance record as it is not much newer than our current van.  
Discussion will continue on the purchase of a new FD equipment van.  John also said they are hoping for a short 
wildland fire season this year as well.  Road crew foreman Brian Conley shared they have been steaming culverts, 
plowing snow, winging out the roads, changed the blades, scraping ice off the roads, opening culverts, winging 
back drifts from the recent high winds, grading, and putting out cones from the rapid snow melt.  They have had 
numerous ice storms and blizzards this year with record snowfall so the rapid snowmelt is challenging and causing 
flooding.  County Board Supervisor Joe Moen shared they recently had the logger forum in Solon Springs and 
recommended we attend next year.  Representative Tom Tiffany was also in attendance and Joe can send out the 
materials if anyone wants them.  The Zoning conference was well attended and there were no other items to 
report.   
 
Bills:  The bills were previously reviewed and DD motioned to approve the bills as presented; RP seconded; all 
were in favor via voice vote; motion carried.  Note:  We are still waiting for bills from ICO, Campbells, and Udeens 
and will pay those once received.   
 
Plan Commission:  The Plan Commission met at 2:30 p.m. on Monday, April 10, and worked on the Town access 
ordinance.  They are also going through the Municipal Emergency Operations Plan to update it as needed.  Stacy 
looked over the plan and made a few minor updates (i.e., cover sheet, contacts, length of service, resolution to 
approve, etc.). Mary Brill recently attended a Zoning Meeting Review that was very informative and will attend 
again next year.  The Parr Road plat and documents were reviewed and discussed.  A letter needs to be sent from 
the board regarding the proposed project on the Steve Olson property stating they will need Douglas County 
Zoning approval, DNR concurrence/approval, Army Corps of Engineer approval, and the platform on the town’s 
access property needs to be removed.  JB will draft a letter and send it out.  They are also looking for anyone who 
would be interested in serving on the Plan Commission/Land Use Committee—terms are 3 years and the current 
members and chair have served longer than 3 years.  If anyone is interested in serving, please contact a board 
member or Brian, Plan Commission chair.  They also shared they are revisiting the short-term rental ordinance to 
make sure residents are aware of the requirements—County requires a license, etc.   
 
Plowing Private Driveways:  DD shared she received a call regarding the town winging back private driveways 
which is not occurring.  She read the town’s policy from the policy manual and said they have turned down 
requests that have been received.  This has been an exceptional year for snowfall amounts and the roads are being 



winged back so depending on where a driveway is located and the amount of snow being moved, a driveway may 
also be impacted but is not being plowed or winged back.  Per state law, driveways cannot be plowed unless the 
owner is charged and we have not plowed driveways for many years, except in the case of an emergency situation 
and/or response.  The policy in the town’s Policy manual will be looked at and additional language may be added 
to clarify.  Information on snow removal and the town’s policy will most likely be sent out with next year’s tax bills.   
 
Flea Market:  Jane Alexson will be operating a flea market on her property on Rice Farm Road this year.  She will 
be placing a 4 x 8 foot sign at the end of the road on private property and will go through DC Zoning to get a 
permit.  Parking was then discussed—she has a field big enough to park about 12 vehicles—vehicles cannot be 
parked on the road for emergency access and safety issues and the shoulders are also too soft and not wide 
enough.  All parking must be off road and a Land Use permit will be reviewed when received.   
 
Hall Rentals:  The Save Four Corners School group would like to rent the hall to collect signatures for a petition.  
Rentals can take place at the regular rate that is posted on our website and they will not be allowed to set up a 
table at the Town Cleanup location for safety reasons.  DD will contact their representative to discuss.  Denston’s 
of South Range Defense are interested in sponsoring a free community event regarding mass shooter education 
and firearm safety in the home.  They are just starting to look at developing the event that would bring in guest 
speakers, fire departments, sheriff departments, etc.  Discussions will continue and it is hoped that by being 
proactive with education on this issue, our community would be safer.  Nothing is planned at this time—just in the 
discussion/research/development phase. 
 
Open Book/Board of Review:  Open book will be on Tuesday, April 25, from 3-5 p.m. and Board of Review will be 
on Tuesday, May 2, from 4-6 p.m. 
 
Parr Road/Barb Miller Discussion:  JB recently spoke with the landowner regarding the Parr Road issue.  
Discussion followed on the history of this issue, previous correspondence, etc.  The town has maintained this road 
to the end and owns the road; however, Ms. Miller is claiming she owns the road.  The burden of proof rests on 
Ms. Miller to prove ownership of the road.  Mary Brill will make an appointment with Laurie to look through an old 
filing cabinet to see if there are any additional documents for Parr Road. 
 
Clean-up Day Prices:  LD would like to post the clean-up day poster and wanted to know if any prices have 
changed from last year.  JB will check on the tire contract but otherwise, the prices can remain as is for this year.  
They will most likely increase next year.  Mike from Gronk’s will donate food, Afterlife will collect the appliances 
and electronics, and John will send out a message to the fire department members to remind them of the 
volunteer day.   
 
Public Comment:  Fiber internet from ECE will eventually be coming to the area and will start in areas with the 
most interest and a resident has requested Oakland residents contact ECE to show their interest so it comes here 
faster.  Trim work in the town hall was recently completed—thank you to the road crew and Randy for a job well 
done.  A call was made to authorities that the town was selling firewood that was cut in the ROW for profit—this 
has never been done and will never be done.  A resident shared she is concerned there is a lot of misinformation 
being shared on flyers being distributed by the various committees trying to save their schools from closure and 
urged residents to seek out correct information—note there is no involvement from the township or the clerk on 
those issues and committees.  The next regular town board meeting is on Tuesday, May 9, 2023, at 7 p.m.  DD 
motioned to adjourn; RP seconded; all were in favor via voice vote; motion carried.  Meeting adjourned at 
8:38 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
Laurie K. Dolsen, Town Clerk 



Town of Oakland, Douglas County 
Emergency Town Board Meeting 
Tuesday, April 25, 2023, at 5 p.m. 

Oakland Town Hall 
 

Present:  Jack Byrd, Randy Polson, and Laurie Dolsen 
 
The meeting was called to order at 5 p.m. by Chair Jack Byrd; a quorum was present; and the meeting was 
properly posted.  
 
Due to recent rapid snowmelt from record winter snowfall, roads were closed and widespread damage occurred.  
RP motioned to Declare a State of Emergency in the township; JB seconded; all were in favor via voice vote; 
motion carried. 
 
RP motioned to adjourn; JB seconded; all were in favor via voice vote; motion carried.  Meeting adjourned at 
5:15 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
Laurie K. Dolsen, Town Clerk 



Town of Oakland, Douglas County 
Regular Town Board Meeting 

Tuesday, May 9, 2023, at 7 p.m. 
Oakland Town Hall 

 
Present:  Jack Byrd, Randy Polson, Dana Dolsen, Laurie Dolsen, and 10 Interested Citizens 
 
The meeting was called to order at 7 p.m. by Chair Jack Byrd; the Pledge of Allegiance was recited; a quorum was 
present; and the meeting was properly posted.  Meeting minutes from the April 11, 2023, regular town board 
meeting and the April 25 special town board meeting were reviewed and no changes were made.  DD motioned to 
approve the minutes as presented; RP seconded; all were in favor via voice vote; motion carried.   
 
Reports:  Clerk Laurie Dolsen reported that the annual ARPA fund report was submitted to the IRS as required by 
the deadline, the April election documentation was completed, Open Book and Board of Review were held and 
she completed the training, the Annual meeting was held and books were reconciled to the penny through March 
2023, she is working with he accountant to submit the Form CT (town’s taxes) by the May 15 deadline, updated 
the calendar and posted, completed an open records request, met with Mary Brill regarding the Parr Road 
document search, has been assisting the Town of Summit clerk with questions as needed, brought the election 
equipment in for it’s annual maintenance by the vendor, completed the Olson correspondence for the board, 
prepared and submitted the payroll quarterly reports, provided flood paperwork to Brian for processing, and is 
looking into the project for Douglas County that is due by June 30.  Treasurer Stacy Fornengo was not present but 
reported that the ATC payment was received as well as the Highway Aids and the insurance payment from Lifelink 
(for windows and paint), and the last of the FEMA money from the 2018 flood was also received.  Supervisor Dana 
Dolsen—no report.  Supervisor Randy Polson reminded everyone the town cleanup is Saturday, May 20, from 
8 a.m. to 2 p.m. and volunteers are needed and appreciated.  He also watched the webinar on grant opportunities 
for roads and bridges.  Chair Jack Byrd shared the fun event done in conjunction with Four Corners School 
kids/parents/PTA to name the new graders for the Towns of Oakland, Summit, and Superior was recently held.  It 
was a great success culminating with an ice cream social for all the kids and prizes and model graders being 
awarded to the winners.  Winning names were:  Oakland—Darth Grader; Summit—Mater Grader; and Superior—
Duck, Duck, Grader.  Fire Chief John Melcher was not present—no report.  Road crew foreman Brian Conley 
reported they have been grading roads, fixed the roads from spring runoffs, winged ditches open, hauled gravel, 
delivered garbage/recycling cans, fixed brakes on the 93 Mack, put summer blades on the grader, pulled beaver 
dams, started taking the wings off the graders, and ordered culverts for Craig Road.  The price increased on the 
culvert/overflow pipes for the Craig Road culvert replacement project and the invoice will be sent to Brian—
residents will need to be notified (on town letterhead) for when and how long the project will take place as it is a 
dead-end road.  Brian is also working on spring flooding paperwork while he was off and needs any pictures taken 
and slips from Phoenix Farms for gravel.  He thanked the crew for keeping everything going while he was out.  
County Supervisor Joe Moen said it has been quiet at the County level right now—for Forestry, they are doing a 
flyover to see the damage caused by this winter’s record-breaking snowfall as it is a large loss.  In Land and 
Development, Keith Allen retired and a new chair is needed.  In Zoning, a campground ordinance is being worked 
on.  Other—the WTA meeting will be held on May 15 in the Town of Summit.  
 
Bills:  The bills were previously reviewed and RP motioned to approve the bills as presented; DD seconded; all 
were in favor via voice vote; motion carried  
 
Plan Commission:  The Plan Commission met on May 9, and are continuing to work on reviewing and updating 
various ordinances if needed.  They are also working on the Emergency Operations Plan and will be available prior 
to next month’s meeting to go over changes/updates, etc., and will have a resolution ready for approval.  
Regarding short-term rentals, the PC is looking for direction from the board on if we should pursue an ordinance 
or go with what the County is pursuing as it is a very complicated process—do we need, have we received 
complaints, etc.  These rentals are currently licensed through the Health Department.  They are also looking for 



the revised resolution creating the Plan Commission (2008) to see if updates are needed.  LD searched the files 
and could not find anything. 
       
Clean-up Day Final Check-in:  Vendors and food are all lined up and dumpsters will start to be delivered on or 
about Wednesday that week.  It should be busy as a lot of calls have been received regarding this event.   
 
Community Events Group Update:  The rummage sale will be held on June 17 with drop off days on June 14, 15, 
and 16, with setup on the 16th.  Fall Fest will be on September 16 and a Health and Wellness Fair will be held on 
October 14.  They are also possibly looking at holding a pancake breakfast again as well.  
 
Parr Road Update:  An interested citizen is gathering information from past discussions, etc.  This needs to be 
resolved legally by the resident and there is no additional information at this time.   
 
ARPA Funds/Fire Equipment Update (combined):  ARPA funds received need to be earmarked by 2024 and spent 
by 2026.  Discussion followed regarding options/amounts to earmark for both the fire department (a new 
equipment van/truck is needed) and the roads (grants are available and town funds are also needed when 
applying).  After much discussion, RP motioned to earmark $40,000 of the ARPA funds for the Volunteer Fire 
Department to purchase a new equipment truck with the remaining money to be earmarked for roads and bridges 
to apply for grants; DD seconded; all were in favor via voice vote; motion carried.  We will look at past road 
inspection reports to determine needs for the roads and bridges.   
 
Fire Department Training:  Valuable training for our fire department members is being missed (recently held were 
ice rescue, electric car safety, a live burn in Iron River, and QPR suicide prevention) due to communication 
difficulties.  DD will contact Fire Chief John Melcher to find out how training opportunities are 
received/communicated and members are notified so future training opportunities will benefit our members.   
 
Propane Contracts:  In order to save money, we should start now to check with local companies to find the best 
pricing and set up contracts for winter.  RP will make calls to local companies to get price quotes. 
 
Public Comment:  LD shared she just received notice from NBC regarding one of our town loans reaching a 
maturity date in August and we will have to re-evaluate the loan.  She also shared she talked with the Assessor 
Barrett Brenner regarding budgeting for a full reassessment for the future (last one was completed in 2013) as we 
are currently out of compliance—for budgeting purposes, an amount of $43,000 to $46,000 would be needed in a 
few years for a full reassessment of the properties in our township.  The next regular town board meeting is on 
Tuesday, June 13, 2023, at 7 p.m.  RP motioned to adjourn; DD seconded; all were in favor via voice vote; motion 
carried.  Meeting adjourned at 8:15 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
Laurie K. Dolsen, Town Clerk 



 
 

Town of Oakland, Douglas County 
Special Town Board Meeting 

Thursday, June 8, 2023, at 5:30 p.m. 
Oakland Town Hall 

 
Present:  Jack Byrd, Randy Polson, Dana Dolsen, Stacy Fornengo, Laurie Dolsen, and Assistant Fire Chief 
Pete Warner and Fire Department Member Stan Dzikonski 
 
The meeting was called to order at 5:30 p.m. by Chair Jack Byrd; a quorum was present; and the meeting was 
properly posted.   
 
Assist Fire Chief Peter Warner and Stan Dzikonski presented and reviewed information regarding an Equipment 
Truck for sale in Texas that has everything we would need and more to replace our current equipment van.  It is a 
2003 International Truck for $75,000 as is.  Discussion followed on purchasing/delivering the truck, financing, 
ARPA fund use, and funds from the Fire Department.  At the May regular town board meeting, $40,000 was 
earmarked for the fire department from the ARPA funds.  After much discussion, it was determined $50,000 ARPA 
funds could be used and $30,000 from the Fire Department Auxiliary funds could be used ($75,000 for the truck 
purchase and approximately $5,000-$7,500 for delivery).  DD motioned to move/earmark and additional $10,000 
from the ARPA funds that were originally allocated last month to the road/bridges ARPA fund for a total of $50,000 
ARPA funds to be used by the Fire Department for the purchase of this fire equipment truck; RP seconded; all were 
in favor via voice vote; motion carried.   
 
RP then motioned the Fire Department move forward with purchasing the 2003 International Truck as presented 
and if all looks in order; DD seconded; all were in favor via voice vote; motion carried.   
 
Pete/Stan will travel to Texas to review the truck and if agreed, will purchase the vehicle.  Quotes for hauling will 
be looked into and we will need the VIN number for insurance purposes.  Pete contacted the vendor via cell phone 
and an invoice will be sent with that information and also so a check can be generated.   
 
DD motioned to adjourn the meeting; RP seconded; all were in favor via voice vote; motion carried.  Meeting 
adjourned at 6:36 p.m.   
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
Laurie K. Dolsen, Town Clerk 



Town of Oakland, Douglas County 
Regular Town Board Meeting 

Tuesday, June 13, 2023, at 7 p.m. 
Oakland Town Hall 

 
Present:  Jack Byrd, Randy Polson, Dana Dolsen, Stacy Fornengo, Laurie Dolsen, and 6 Interested Citizens 
 
The meeting was called to order at 7 p.m. by Chair Jack Byrd; the Pledge of Allegiance was recited; a quorum was 
present; and the meeting was properly posted.  Meeting minutes from the May 9, 2023, regular town board meeting 
and the June 8, 2023, special town board meeting were reviewed and 1 change was made to the special town board 
meeting minutes.  RP motioned to approve the minutes as presented with 1 correction; DD seconded; all were in 
favor via voice vote; motion carried.   
 
Reports:  Clerk Laurie Dolsen reported that the Form CT was submitted by the deadline of May 15.  The form changed 
again this year so she had to work closely with the accountant to get it submitted.  LD reported she is catching up on 
paperwork and working to get things organized.  We continue to have issues with Centurytel and LD will research 
getting a .gov email address for more security.  Budget preparations have also begun (process will start in September 
but there is a lot of prep work to be done).  A liquor license was reviewed and prepared for approval.  After much 
searching, the paperwork for the LRIP project for Tri-Lakes Road was found but the work will not be completed and 
this project will be withdrawn due to its high cost.  Treasurer Stacy Fornengo reported she is working on dog licenses.  
Donations of $95 were received from the public at the town cleanup and it was determined the donations and the 
scrap metal sold will go to the fire department.  Supervisor Dana Dolsen shared the Community Event’s Rummage 
Sale is on Saturday, June 17, in conjunction with the Tri-Lakes rummage sales—donations can be dropped off June 14-
16 from 5-8 p.m. at the hall.  Supervisor Randy Polson had no report.  Chair Jack Byrd shared that board members will 
now be receiving notifications for trainings for local fire departments so our members can be notified and be well 
trained and ready to respond when needed.  He also shared he is working on pricing for signs/stickers for the new 
graders that were named by the Four Corners students and the ice cream social at the school was a huge hit!  Fire 
Chief John Melcher was not present—no report.  Stacy Fornengo reported the FD received a donation from the Tri 
Lakes Community Club (TLCC) and are requesting some of our fire department members be present at the Turkey 
Potluck to be held on June 24 from 4-6:30 p.m.  Road Crew Foreman Brian Conley reported they cleaned the shop, 
worked on the excavator’s hydraulic system, cleaned up trash along the roadsides, hauled in the scrap from clean-up 
day, hauled gravel on Old Lyman Lake Road and Mabel Nelson Road, graded roads, buried a cow for Ed Jossund, 
worked on washout paperwork (pics, etc.), fixed the ditch on Swamp Road where a large truck went in, ran for parts, 
serviced the dozer and the 04 Mack truck, R&R the hydraulic cylinder on the excavator, put in a driveway culvert on 
Clara Barton Road and Brannan Road, hauled the dozer and excavator to Brannan Road, pushed out stumps at the Tri-
Lakes pit, put new batteries in the brusher, and started ditching Brannan Road.  County Supervisor Joe Moen reported 
Forestry had a timber sale on June 6 that realized over $1 million; Land & Development is in the process of putting the 
trailer parks in Parkland up for bid; and the Zoning Committee had no update.  Dana Dolsen already gave a report on 
the Community Group (see above).   
 
Bills:  The bills were previously reviewed and DD motioned to approve the bills as presented; RP seconded; all were in 
favor via voice vote; motion carried.  
 
Plan Commission:  The Plan Commission met on June 12 at 2:30 and are continuing to work on various ordinances.  
An ordinance regarding town-owned lake access is ready for Board review.  Regarding preparing a short-term rentals 
ordinance, that has been tabled as they are regulated by the Health Department and it makes no sense for us to 
pursue it at this time (the City of Superior tried to develop one and it is very complicated and difficult).  Regarding the 
Parr Road issue, the town has put resources into the maintenance of this road (ditched, gravel, etc.) and it is the 
burden of proof on the landowner to show ownership of the road.  Also, a letter needs to be sent to the owner to 
remove items in the ROW (note—a call was received by the son of the owner and they will remove any items that are 
in the ROW).  A resolution is being put together regarding the existence of the Plan Commission and will be ready for 
approval at next month's town board meeting.  A hazardous waste collection will take place on June 21 from 2-6 p.m. 
in Solon Springs.  Topics discussed at the recent WTA meeting were:  fiber optic development—East Central Energy is 



putting funds into implementing fiber optics and the County may also have funds to help.  NWRPC also may have 
funds to help with fiber optics as well.  Douglas County is surveying the damage done to approximately 10-15,000 
acres from last winter.  LRIP funding is available in addition to grants and if the governor’s budget is approved as 
submitted, it could mean funding increases for shared revenue and transportation needs.   
 
Municipal Emergency Plan Ordinance Approval:  PC members met with members of the town board and fire 
department and made any corrections needed.  After a brief discussion, RP motioned to approve the Resolution to 
approve the updated Municipal Emergency Plan Ordinance as presented, DD seconded, all were in favor via voice 
vote, motion carried. 
 
Extended Warranty for New Dump Truck:  Discussion followed on if we should purchase an extended warranty on 
the new dump truck (up to 5 years and 250,000 miles).  After the discussion, DD motioned to purchase the 5 
year/250,000 mile extended warranty on the new dump truck; RP seconded; all were in favor via voice vote; motion 
carried.   
 
Letter to Residents Regarding the Craig Road Culvert Installation:  A letter will be prepared and sent to residents on 
Craig Road (dead end road) that will be affected when the road is closed to install a new culvert.  It should take one 
day from approximately 8 a.m. to 3 p.m. for the installation.  Brian Conley will give LD the addresses and she will 
prepare the letters on town letterhead.   
 
Policy for New Town Hall Rental (Mary Brill):  Mary Brill sent a memo regarding suggested language changes to the 
town hall rental agreement.  A brief discussion followed and no action was taken. 
 
Propane Contracts:  RP has been calling to get pricing for propane this year and most won’t quote prices until August 
however our current provider, Midland, shared their price may be around $1.50 this year. 
 
Clean-up Day Results: 
2023 = 32.68 tons of trash and 11.64 tons of scrap = 44.32 tons total 
2022 = 36.21 tons of trash and 4.67 tons of scrap = 40.88 tons total 
2021 = 26.57 tons of trash and 3.80 tons of scrap = 30.37 tons total 
2020 = 28.27 tons of trash and 5.05 tons of scrap = 33.32 tons total 
 
Next year we should use signs and put together a map so people can pack their trailers accordingly. 
 
New Fire Department Equipment Van:  Pete Warner and Stacy found an equipment truck with a cascade system 
located in Texas and both Pete and Stan Dzikonski will go down there next week to look at it and purchase it if all 
looks good.  We are getting quotes on hauling it up here as it is a 1,100 mile trip.  Someone may be interested in 
purchasing our old equipment van. 
 
Liquor License Approval:  The Kettle has turned in their renewal request and paid their fees and it will be published 
the required 3 times (last publishing date is June 30).  LD requested approval of their liquor license and will issue it 
once the final publication takes place.  DD motioned to approve the liquor/beer and tobacco licenses and issue it 
once the publication requirement is completed; RP seconded; all were in favor via voice vote; motion carried. 
 
Town Hall Loan – Maturity Date:  LD asked who is checking with the bank regarding the maturity date of one of our 
loans—JB will contact the bank. 
 
Public Comment:  LD asked if the EMR grant application was signed and submitted—not known.  The next regular 
town board meeting will be Tuesday, July 11, 2023 at 7 p.m.  RP motioned to adjourn; DD seconded; all were in favor 
via voice vote; motion carried.  Meeting adjourned at 8:30 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Laurie K. Dolsen, Town Clerk 



Town of Oakland, Douglas County 
Regular Town Board Meeting 

Tuesday, July 11, 2023, at 7 p.m. 
Oakland Town Hall 

 
Present:  Jack Byrd, Randy Polson, Dana Dolsen, Stacy Fornengo, Laurie Dolsen, and 15 Interested Citizens 
 
The meeting was called to order at 7 p.m. by Chair Jack Byrd; the Pledge of Allegiance was recited; a quorum was 
present; and the meeting was properly posted.  Meeting minutes from the June 13, 2023, regular town board 
meeting were reviewed and no changes were made.  DD motioned to approve the minutes as presented; RP 
seconded; all were in favor via voice vote; motion carried.   
 
Reports:  Clerk Laurie Dolsen reported that along with her regular work, she has received some open records 
requests, completed and submitted the quarterly payroll reports to the IRS, has started organizing the office and 
records, worked with the County to submit the Statement of Assessment, is working on budget preparations, is 
working with the County regarding election preparations for 2024 (4 elections to be held), and prepared letters for 
the Craig Road residents regarding replacement of the culvert.  Treasurer Stacy Fornengo will be coordinating 
retrieving any remaining old records from Pat Asbury’s garage.  Supervisor Dana Dolsen did not have anything to 
report.  Supervisor Randy Polson checked and cannot get price quotes from propane vendors until August—will 
report at the next meeting.  Chair Jack Byrd thanked the road crew for continuing to keep the roads well maintained, 
for Randy, Stacy, Pete Warner, Stan Dzikonski and John Melcher for their work regarding the new equipment fire truck 
and Dana for her work with the community group and the successful rummage sale they had.  Fire Chief John 
Melcher reported they responded to 6 medical calls, 1 structure fire, 2 mutual aid medical calls, 1 motor vehicle 
accident, and 1 wildland fire.  John asked about license plates for the new equipment truck and LD said the 
application was being prepared and sent to the DMV in Madison for processing.  He also reported that new firefighter 
training will be held from August to October in the Town of Parkland and we will be holding a CPR class on 
September 16 in the morning—it is open to VFD members and the public but prior registration is needed.  Road crew 
foreman Brian Conley reported they ditched the Brannan Road, graded roads, placed hay bales in the Brannan Road 
ditch, placed seed and sprayed hay for erosion control, moved the dozer to the ditching dump site and dozed out the 
ditching material, started mowing the roadsides, moved the excavator to various roads to remove debris from the 
spring flooding, hauled lime and black dirt to the Tri Lakes pit for high walls/slopes, hauled the excavator to the 
Neuman Road, hauled the dozer to the new dump site, and started ditching the Neuman Road.  County Supervisor 
Joe Moen was not present—no report.  Community Group representative Dana Dolsen reported the June 17 
rummage sale was a success (approximately $873 was raised) and thanked all the volunteers for their efforts.  
Remaining items were donated to the Ruth House, Salvation Army, Goodwill, and Friends of the Library (books).   
 
Bills:  The bills were reviewed previously and RP motioned to approve the bills as presented; DD seconded; all were in 
favor via voice vote; motion carried.  
 
Plan Commission:  The Plan Commission met on Monday, July 10, at 2:30 p.m. and discussed a possible wake boat 
ordinance with Kim Nygaard of the Amnicon/Dowling Lake Management District (ADLMD) as the district is looking to 
get support from the local municipalities. ADLMD would prepare and approve a proposed wake boat ordinance and 
they would like the surrounding townships/municipalities to approve a resolution supporting their ordinance 
(ordinance does not include Lyman Lake). This was a discussion only and no action was taken at this time by the PC.  
They also reviewed the Musch zoning change application received and recommended approval of the application by 
the town board.  Also discussed was the revised document for the Plan Commission.  Discussion and 
questions/answers then followed from board members and citizens present at today’s regular town board meeting 
who were in favor of supporting the zoning change application and citizens who were opposed.  Items discussed 
included but were not limited to regulations and agencies monitoring deer farms; health concerns for residents, the 
environment (air/water/land), and the deer herd; testing for CWD; loose deer; purpose for expansion; safety; buffer 
zones; community involvement; benefits; how it will be run; etc. Board members also shared they had researched 
information about deer farms and after much discussion and the Q&A session, RP motioned to approve the Musch 
Zoning Change application as recommended by the Plan Commission; DD seconded; all were in favor via voice vote; 



motion carried.  DD motioned to approve the updated Plan Commission ordinance as presented; RP seconded; all 
were in favor via voice vote; motion carried.  DD motioned to approve the Ordinance Establishing Use of Town Owned 
Access Locations as presented; RP seconded; all were in favor via voice vote; motion carried.   
 
Insurance for New FD Equipment Truck:  RP contacted the insurance company to put a basic amount of $150,000 
coverage on the new FD equipment truck to have coverage while it was being delivered and knows we need to up the 
coverage now that it is here.  After discussion, the insurance amount will be changed to $250,000 and RP will contact 
the insurance company to make the change.   
 
Utility Trailing:  Stan has been using his personal trailer to transport items (i.e., mower, snow blower, etc.) between 
the hall and the garage, and we need to look at purchasing one for the town that can be used.  DD will get pricing so 
we can move forward with this. 
 
Two Storage Cabinets:  Two steel locking (for safety reasons) storage cabinets are needed for the hall and for the fire 
department to store materials.  One may also be needed for the community group as well.  Sam’s Club has some for 
$249.  Cabinets will be purchased according to size/need for their respective areas. 
 
Old Town Records:  Former town treasurer Pat Asbury still has some old town records stored in her garage and there 
are some old town records in our garage as well.  The old records in Pat’s garage will need to be picked up and Stacy 
will coordinate that.  We will also evaluate getting the records from the town garage for storage.   
 
Public Comment:  LD asked about the flagpole at the hall as she tied to get it to be at full staff and was not able to.  
The location of the flagpole and possibly having to purchase a new one will need to be discussed at future meetings 
as it will be moved when the sign for the hall is installed.  The next regular town board meeting will be Tuesday, 
August 8, 2023, at 7 p.m.  DD motioned to adjourn; RP seconded; all were in favor via voice vote; motion carried.  
Meeting adjourned at 8:25 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
Laurie K. Dolsen, Town Clerk 



Town of Oakland, Douglas County 
Regular Town Board Meeting Minutes 

Tuesday, August 8, 2023, at 7 p.m. 
Oakland Town Hall 

 
Present:  Jack Byrd, Randy Polson, Dana Dolsen, Stacy Fornengo, Laurie Dolsen, and 9 Interested Citizens 
 
The meeting was called to order at 7 p.m. by Chair Jack Byrd, the Pledge of Allegiance was recited, a 
quorum was present, and the meeting was properly posted. The meeting minutes from the July 11, 
2023, Regular Town Board meeting were previously reviewed, and no changes were made.  DD 
motioned to accept the meeting minutes as presented; RP seconded; all were in favor via voice vote; 
motion carried. 
 
Reports:  Clerk Laurie Dolsen reported she is working with the Douglas County Clerk to set up a free 
safety review for our building and/or elections (October 2 or 3); she is working on budget prep which is 
challenging due to interpreting Act 19 and Act 12 changes as well as shared revenue and the veto of the 
Transportation Aids increase in the State budget; and she is also beginning preparations for next year’s 
elections and looking at poll worker staffing.  Treasurer Stacy Fornengo worked with the previous 
treasurer, Pat Asbury, and our employees to retrieve the remaining old town documents from her 
garage and she is researching how long we need to retain some of the records.  Supervisor Dana Dolsen 
shared that she went to Marshfield with road crew employee Greg Dolsen to attend the pre-build 
inspection on our new dump truck.  Supervisor Randy Polson helped put up a sign at the town hall and 
thanked all who helped.  Chair Jack Byrd shared his items are found later in the agenda.  Fire Chief 
John Melcher shared they had 4 mutual aid medical calls, 2 medical calls for our township, 1 power line 
down call, 2 alarm checks, and 1 explosion call.  Two of our firefighters will be attending class being held 
in Parkland, CPR certification will take place on Saturday, September 16 at 8 a.m., and they are pulling 
the decals off the new truck, and we will need to get new decals for the truck representing our township 
to replace those being taken off.  Road crew foreman Brian Conley reported they have been ditching on 
the Neuman Road, cut grass along the roadsides, graded the roads, hauled culverts to the Craig Road for 
replacement, moved the excavator to Jodell Road, started ditching Jodell Road, seeded and blew hay on 
Neuman Road, hauled gravel on Rice Farm Road, brought the new grader to Fabick/CAT for the 500 
service and oil samples, went to Monroe Trucks for the pre-build inspection, moved the excavator to 
Koenen Road, started removing debris and ditching on the Koenen Road, and started work on the town 
hall sign.  County Supervisor Joe Moen was not present—no report.  Dana Dolsen from the Community 
Group shared they are preparing for the upcoming Fall Fest on September 16 from 1-3 p.m.  There will 
be a car show, chili cookoff, music, games, crafts, etc. and many volunteers are needed.  They will be 
meeting again on August 16 to continue planning.   
 
Bills:  The bills were previously reviewed, and DD motioned to pay the bills as presented; RP seconded; 
all were in favor via voice vote; motion carried. 
 
Plan Commission:  They did not meet as there were no applications received to review.   
 
Power Lines:  The fire department is currently establishing an emergency landing zone site in our field 
(dropping a pin for the coordinates to give to the Douglas County Communication Center) and the 
power lines will also need to be marked accordingly.  We will also need to install a bigger culvert for 
entry of emergency vehicles onto the field.   
 



Bank Loan:  Jack spoke with Dan Berg at NBC about redoing our bank loan for the town hall as the 5-
year maturity date is August 2.  Jack and Laurie met with Dan and signed the new papers on the 
reprocessed loan—the interest increased slightly.   
 
Discussion w/Residents on Koenen Road:  The purpose of the discussion was to update residents on the 
need to take out the banks and ditch along the road as plowing is difficult—all owners were okay with 
the change. 
 
Ditching Project Update:  The update is in the Road Crew Foreman’s report discussed above. 
 
Sign Update:  The approved budget allocated $30,000 for a sign and no decision has been made yet; 
therefore, for safety reasons (if an emergency dictates use of the town hall) and for building use 
reasons, a sign noting this is our town hall and fire garage needs to be put up before a final decision is 
made.  Therefore, a temporary wooden sign will be put up for $300-$500 to fill the immediate need.  
“Fire Hall Entry” and “Town Hall Entry” signs were requested to be placed over the entry doors to 
eliminate confusion.   
 
Propane Contract Update:  Three companies have been contacted and no new prices can be quoted 
until after August 20.  An update will be given in September. 
 
Increase for Copy Requests:  DD asked if we should increase our price of $.25 per copy due to an 
increase in Open Records Requests.  LD shared that most are done via email and copy costs are minimal.  
No increase is needed currently. 
 
Public Comment:  Barb asked about the status of the Parr Road issue.  Jack shared he spoke previously 
with her son, Jason, and nothing will be done until they resolve their road ownership claim—we will 
continue as we currently are doing until we hear otherwise from them.  The question was asked if we 
responded to Steve Olson’s email as it contains wrong information—Brian will assist with a response. 
 
The next Regular Town Board meeting will be Tuesday, September 12, 2023, at 7 p.m.  RP motioned to 
adjourn; DD seconded; all were in favor via voice vote; motion carried.  Meeting adjourned at 7:54 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
Laurie K. Dolsen, Town Clerk 



Town of Oakland, Douglas County 
Regular Town Board Meeting Minutes 

Tuesday, September 12, 2023, at 7 p.m. 
Oakland Town Hall 

 
Present:  Jack Byrd, Randy Polson, Dana Dolsen, Stacy Fornengo, Laurie Dolsen, and 13 Interested 
Citizens 
 
The meeting was called to order at 7 p.m. by Chair Jack Byrd, the Pledge of Allegiance was recited, a 
quorum was present, and the meeting was properly posted. The meeting minutes from the August 8, 
2023, Regular Town Board meeting were previously reviewed, and no changes were made.  DD 
motioned to accept the meeting minutes as presented; RP seconded; all were in favor via voice vote; 
motion carried. 
 
Reports:  Clerk Laurie Dolsen shared she has been working on preparing for the budget workshops, 
organizing and filing, preparing for next year’s elections (there will be 4, including the presidential 
election), purchased checks, and killing lots of crickets that have been entering he building.  Treasurer 
Stacy Fornengo shared she had a face-to-face review of dog licenses with a resident, the August 
Settlement was received, and she has been reviewing records retention (she handed out copies to the 
board).  Supervisor Dana Dolsen did not have a report.  Supervisor Randy Polson said he has received 2 
calls from the 911 dispatcher regarding a loose pig on the road (CTH B) and a loose horse on the road 
(CTH L).  The sheriff’s department was contacted but they put it back onto the township (they said they 
would not respond unless the animal was hurting a human)—a brief discussion followed.  Chair Jack 
Byrd shared he was out checking roads after the recent rainstorms, and he said the Koenen Road looks 
awesome.  The sign is up and looks nice and Fall Fest preparations are underway.  Fire Department 
reported the old equipment van has been prepared and can be put up for sale; they are getting the new 
equipment truck ready and cleaning the hall; 2 new members are in training at Parkland, the CPR class 
will be held here on Saturday, September 16, at 8 a.m.  New members are always welcome.  Road Crew 
Foreman Brian Conley shared they worked on the DOT flood documents, ditched the Koenen Road, 
graded the roads, installed a driveway culvert on Jodell Road, graveled the end of Koenen Road, seeded 
and mulched the Koenen Road ditches, worked on the flagpole and sign at the town hall, lowered the 
culvert on Neuman Road, fixed washouts, fixed the tire on the equipment trailer, and hauled topsoil to 
the Tri Lakes Pit for sidewall slopes.  County Board Supervisor Joe Moen shared in Forestry, they are 
winding down for the summer and in Zoning, the proposed concrete batch plant in the Town of Superior 
is under review.  Regarding the Local Road Improvement Program (LRIP), a member from each township 
should be at the WTA meeting in Wascott at 7 p.m. this week for selections to the committee 
reviewing/approving plans.  Community Group representative Dana Dolsen shared the Fall Fest is this 
Saturday, September 16 from 1-3 p.m. with many activities planned.  There will also be a recognition at 
2 p.m. for Raquel Stockey from 4 Corners Store for her exceptional support and for promoting a 
community spirit for not only our community but all of those surrounding us as well.  A resolution 
formally establishing and recognizing the Community Group, determining officers, and providing 
insurance was presented.  After review, RP motioned to approve the resolution as presented; JB 
seconded; all were in favor via voice vote; motion carried.   
 
Bills:  The bills were previously reviewed, and RP motioned to pay the bills as presented; DD seconded; 
all were in favor via voice vote; motion carried. 
 
Plan Commission:  They did not meet as there were no applications received to review.  



 
Citizen Letter Regarding Dog Issue on the Tri-Lakes Road Area:  Recently, there have been a few dog 
attacks from loose dogs in the Tri-Lakes Road area (some resulting in injury to both the owner of a dog 
being walked on a leash and the dog).  It is not just one dog (1 was licensed and 1 was not) and the 
attacks have also occurred in the Town of Summit.  All calls must go through the 911 dispatcher/sheriff 
department as we do not have a constable or a trained animal control officer.  Discussion followed and 
we will increase communication of dog requirements by inserting information in the tax bill along with 
the dog license application.  Communication will also appear on the town’s Facebook page.  If needed, a 
board member can talk to the offending resident or a letter can be sent. 
 
Culvert Replacement Letter:  A driveway culvert at 5496 E Otto Road needs to be replaced before 
winter sets in.  Verbal communication was initiated with the owner and an application was given but 
nothing has been received yet.  A letter requesting a culvert be purchased asap so we can install it 
before the ground freezes will be sent.   
 
Propane Prices/Contract Update:  RP contacted local vendors (Midland, Como, Lakes Gas, Ferrell Gas, 
and Kimmes) and after discussion, RP motioned to stay with and accept the contract price quote from 
Midland for $1.38; DD seconded; all were in favor via voice vote; motion carried.   
 
Public Comment:  Budget workshops will be held on Monday and Tuesday, September 25 and 26 at 
6 p.m. at the town hall.  LD reminded the board, employees, and committee members to check their 
mailboxes for mail (a community group box will be added); she will be gone for the October meeting and 
SF will take notes for her; and a reminder that ARPA funds need to be spoken for by the end of 2023 was 
given. 
 
The next Regular Town Board meeting will be Tuesday, October 10, 2023, at 7 p.m.  DD motioned to 
adjourn; RP seconded; all were in favor via voice vote; motion carried.  Meeting adjourned at 7:56 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
Laurie K. Dolsen, Town Clerk 



Town of Oakland, Douglas County 
Regular Town Board Meeting Minutes 
Tuesday, October 10, 2023, at 7 p.m. 

Oakland Town Hall 
 

Present:  Jack Byrd, Dana Dolsen, Randy Polson, Stacy Fornengo, and 11 Interested Citizens 
 
The meeting was called to order at 7 p.m. by Chair Jack Byrd, the Pledge of Allegiance was recited, a 
quorum was present, and the meeting was properly posted/notice given.  Meeting minutes from the 
September 12, 2023, meeting were reviewed and no changes were made.  DD motioned to approve the 
minutes as presented; RP seconded; all were in favor via voice vote; motion carried. 
 
Reports:  Clerk Laurie Dolsen was not present but SF reviewed her report as follows:  Budget documents 
are being worked on and prepared for posting/publishing after the workshops took place; she is busy 
preparing for the upcoming election season in 2024—the election inspectors will need to be reappointed 
in December for a 2-year term; she took a week’s vacation in the first week of October and thanked Stacy 
for covering for her during that time (meetings, safety review, etc.); and she has begun putting the 
paperwork together for the upcoming tax bills.  Treasurer Stacy Fornengo discussed the security 
assessment of our Town Hall and recommendations that include cameras outside and keeping the exit 
doors locked when elections are happening.  Supervisor Dana Dolsen thanked the Fire Department for 
hosting the CPR class and discussed the Fall Fest success.  She also mentioned the damage to Najt Road 
was fixed and taken care of by the road crew.  Supervisor Randy Polson stated the sign for the town hall 
is almost done and will have lights installed soon.  The flag will be moved near the sign once it is finished.  
He also mentioned the landing zone in the field is also staked out.  Chair Jack Byrd mentioned that ECE 
did put floaters on the power lines for the landing zone area.  Fire Chief John Melcher stated they had 3 
medical calls, 2 mutual aid calls, 1 fire alarm, and 1 structure fire.  They have staked out the landing zone 
in the field and requested it be mowed one more time.  Snowshoe races plan to be held the third 
weekend in February in 2024 and two new members will be done with their fire training soon.  Road 
Crew Foreman Brian Conley stated they have been grading the roads, put the culvert in on Craig Road, 
the grant request to Douglas County was sent in, they have been screening sand for the salt/sand mix 
(15 loads so far), and Jack thanked them for all their hard work.  They also discussed the the Otto Road 
culvert is not marked yet.  County Board Supervisor Joe Moen shared that the fall timber sales will take 
place with a few occurring in Oakland.  Brian would like notice when it is received for when they intend 
to cut—Jack mentioned he will forward that to him.  LRIP (Local Road Improvement Program) will take 
place on October 11, 2023.  Community Events Group representative Dana Dolsen was not able to make 
the last meeting but said they are working on planning for upcoming events.  The October 14 Wellness 
Fair was cancelled and moved to 2024.   
 
Payment of Bills:  The bills were reviewed previously and RP motioned to approve and pay the bills as 
presented; DD seconded; all were in favor via voice vote; motion carried.  Bills will be paid. 
 
Plan Commission:  They did not meet this month.  The Reclamation Plan for the non-metallic mine 
needs to be signed and dated.  No applications were received for review. 
 
Dowling Lake Management Presentation:  Julie Peterson (chair) spoke on their behalf.  They are 
proposing to write an ordinance regarding wake surfing.  With more people buying wake boats, they will 
need to put an ordinance in place as large wakes damage shorelines and docks.  Their intent is to not 
have issues in the future.  They are asking Oakland to adopt a resolution to authorize Amnicon/Dowling 



Lake Management to write an ordinance to prevent wakes.  The Plan Commission will meet with them at 
their next meeting on November 13 at 2:30 p.m. and the board will discuss this topic further.  A citizen 
did ask for the Plan Commission and Town Board to make an ordiance for all of Oakland, not just Dowling 
Lake in regards to wake surfing.  No formal action was taken at this time. 
 
Parr Road:  JB researched the boat landing property on Parr Road and the Town of Oakland owns the 
land.  It will be up to Barb Miller and familiy to prove otherwise.  There has been issues between the 
neighbors regarding this matter.  A letter will be sent to out to request all their personal items be 
removed from the property in question. 
 
Fire Department Sale:  We are looking for direction on how to sell FD equipment, including the old 
equipment van, the concession stand, and other miscellaneous items.  The Fire Department needs to 
make an exact list of items and will check with clerk Laurie Dolsen regarding how to sell the items.  RP 
motioned to approve selling the equipment van; DD seconded; all were in favor via voice vote; motion 
carried.  It was suggested to sell the equipment van on the Wisconsin Surplus site. 
 
Hall Rentals with Bounce House:  Some hall renters have inquired about having a bounce house when 
renting the hall.  DD will check with our insurance company regarding the town’s liability for allowing 
bounce houses on the property when the hall is rented for non-town sponsored events.  The Board 
would like renters to have/purchase their own insurance if they would like to provide a bounce house for 
their private event.  This will be discussed further at next month's meeting. 
 
Public Comment:  The ECE Fiber grant will be discussed at next month’s meeting. 
 
DD motioned to adjourn; RP seconded; all were in favor via voice vote; motion carried.  Meeting 
adjourned at 7:51 p.m. 
 
The next regular town board meeting will be Tuesday, November 14, 2023, at 7 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
Laurie K. Dolsen, Town Clerk (on behalf of notetaker Treasurer Stacy Fornengo) 



Town of Oakland, Douglas County 
Regular Town Board Meeting Minutes 
Tuesday, November 14, 2023, at 7 p.m. 

Oakland Town Hall 
 

Present:  Jack Byrd, Dana Dolsen, Randy Polson, Laurie Dolsen, Stacy Fornengo, and 13 Interested 
Citizens 
 
The meeting was called to order at 7 p.m. by Chair Jack Byrd, the Pledge of Allegiance was recited, a 
Quorum was present, and the meeting was properly posted.  Meeting minutes from the October 10 
Regular Town Board Meeting and the October 3 Special Town Board Meeting (Open and Closed 
Sessions) were reviewed previously and no changes were made.  DD motioned to approve the meeting 
minutes as presented; RP seconded; all were in favor via voice vote; motion carried.   
 
Reports:  Clerk Laurie Dolsen shared she has been working on budget items, preparing for the upcoming 
tax bills, and working on preparing for the 2024 election season (training will occur in December with 
the County Clerk).  Treasurer Stacy Fornengo shared she has been preparing for distribution of the tax 
bills once they are printed/received.  Supervisor Dana Dolsen shared that Randy and Greg worked on the 
lights for the town hall sign and she thanked them for their work.  Supervisor Randy Polson also shared 
that he has been working on the town hall sign lights to get them working.  Chair Jack Byrd shared the 
road crew has been working hard grading the roads in preparation for winter freeze up and thanked 
them for their hard work on the roads all year.  Fire Chief John Melcher was no present but shared his 
report via email:  October calls were 4 EMS, 2 mutual aid calls, 1 lift assist, and 1 smoke odor.  Two new 
members have completed entry level training through Northwoods Tech that was held in Parkland (no 
new fire are EMS classes are scheduled for 2024 but this may change in January).  If anyone who 
attended the CPR training is having issues with their cards, please let John know.  Snowshoe races will 
be held in February (may be held on February 24 & 25).  The new equipment vehicle had a few minor 
issues fixed and is now in service.  Items to be sold on the surplus site were listed for board reference.  
Road Crew Foreman Brian Conley shared they cut brush with the prisoners on Oliphant Road; worked on 
the 1993 Mack truck driveline; worked on the culvert grant submittal; worked on the brusher; worked 
on the forest crop law; worked on the WISLR report; graded roads (many); worked on the sign lights at 
the town hall; installed the driveway culvert on Otto Road; hauled the excavator and dozer from the pit 
to the shop; hauled gravel on Lucas Road, put wings on the equipment; cut brush on South Lyman Lake 
Road; cut brush on Lucas Road, and hauled gravel on Stromquist Road.  County Supervisor Joe Moen 
was not present—no report.  Community Events representative Dana Dolsen shared they have begun 
discussing the snowshoe races.   
 
Bills:  The bills were reviewed previously and RP motioned to approve the bills as presented; DD 
seconded; all were in favor via voice vote; motion carried.   
 
Plan Commission:  PC Chair Brian Conley shared they met on Monday with members of the 
Amnicon/Dowling Lake Management (ADLM) regarding drafting a wake board ordinance.  The PC will 
work on a draft and get it to the board for review and approval.  ADLM would like the town to take the 
lead on implementing a wake board ordinance and then they will adopt our ordinance.  BC also gave a 
brief update on the access/Parr Road issue discussed at their meeting.  BC also shared they have added 
a tab to their website that has the link to the DNR website on lakes and various maps.  The County 
Zoning Committee has Oakland’s reclamation plan on their agenda and BC may attend that meeting in 
case there are any questions. 



Parr Road:  LD was contacted by the Miller’s and asked to put Parr Road on the agenda for this meeting; 
therefore, the board asked Barb Miller to move forward with her comments/questions she had about 
this issue.  BM asked about the status of the letter from her attorney.  The Board responded that they 
could not discuss the matter at this time and that all communication would now go through their 
attorney.  She remains firm that she owns the land and will leave their personal items as is until this 
matter is settled.  BM then asked about the issue that occurred with their neighbor regarding removal of 
a car or it would be towed and provided their explanation of what occurred.  The Miller’s then asked the 
Board to have the Town road crew continue to be plow and maintain Parr Road (ditched, graded, 
mowed, etc.) as it has been for many years and that it currently needs some maintenance before winter 
arrives.  The Town road crew will look at what maintenance the road currently needs.   
 
2024 Budget/2023 Levy Limit (Payable in 2024) Review/Approval:  At the Budget Hearing and properly 
posted Special Town Meeting held at 6 p.m. today (right before this meeting), the town approved a 
revised Levy Limit of $361,609 ($350,851 original posted Levy Limit + $10,758 additional amount from 
refinanced town hall bank loan).  JB motioned to approve the revised Town approved Levy Limit of 
$361,609; RP seconded; all were in favor via voice vote; motion carried.  RP motioned to approve the 
2024 budget as presented and to include the addition of the revised Levy Limit approved by the Town; 
DD seconded; all were in favor via voice vote; motion carried.   
 
Town Reassessment:  Information only—we have received our first notice from the Department of 
Revenue regarding being out of compliance and will need to do a complete town reassessment soon.  
We started to budget for this added expense in the 2024 budget and will continue to monitor this so we 
can schedule a full town reassessment (last one was completed in 2013).  No action is needed now. 
 
Insurance Renewal:  Steve Kimmes from Holdens Insurance reviewed the insurance renewal packets 
(Town and Fire Department) and there was only approximately a $2,000 increase, which is good based 
on the overall insurance industry.  Discussion followed on allowing bounce houses at the town hall for 
private event rentals of the hall.  As the town would be liable and we are not currently covered for this 
type of scenario under our insurance and also if we did allow them, we would need a large amount of 
paperwork to be submitted, it was determined it would be best to now allow bounce houses for private 
events and the rental agreement will be revised to reflect this. 
 
Public Comment:  The Millers asked why our snowplow drivers have to turn around at the end of Parr 
Road when we plow it and why we can’t just back in and then back out.  It was explained that backing up 
large pieces of equipment is not a safe option when plowing snow and our drivers will continue as they 
have always done to turn around at the end of Parr Road when they plow snow. 
 
The next town board meeting will be on Tuesday, December 12, 2023, at 7 p.m.  DD motioned to 
adjourn; RP seconded; all were in favor via voice vote; motion carried.  Meeting adjourned at 7:53 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
Laurie K. Dolsen 
Town Clerk 
 
 



Town of Oakland, Douglas County 
Regular Town Board Meeting Minutes 
Tuesday, December 12, 2023, at 7 p.m. 

Oakland Town Hall 
 

Present:  Jack Byrd, Dana Dolsen, Randy Polson, Stacy Fornengo, Laurie Dolsen, and 10 Interested 
Citizens 
 
The meeting was called to order at 7 p.m. by Chair Jack Byrd, the Pledge of Allegiance was recited, a 
quorum was present, and the meeting was properly posted.  Meeting minutes from the November 14, 
2023, Regular Town Board meeting were reviewed and no changes were made.  DD motioned to 
approve the meeting minutes as presented; RP seconded; all were in favor via voice vote; motion 
carried.   
 
Reports:  Clerk Laurie Dolsen reported she has been working on the real estate property tax documents 
(thank you to Stacy for coordinating and all who helped stuff the envelopes, etc., to get them mailed on 
time); preparing the budget and tax documents to be submitted to the DOR; prepping for the 2024 
election season (she recently attended Election Security training put on by the County Clerk and the 
County Emergency Management and Sheriff’s offices and will be working to put together a contingency 
plan (she will also be looking to raise the pay for election inspectors and the chief election inspector as 
well); working on the VFD retirement documents; prepping for year-end; and assisting the Parkland 
Town Clerk with a workers comp issue.  Treasurer Stacy Fornengo thanked everyone who helped stuff 
envelopes and get the property taxes mailed in a timely manner—it is greatly appreciated.  Supervisors 
Dana Dolsen and Randy Polson did not have anything to report.  Chief Jack Byrd also thanked everyone 
who helped stuff envelopes—it is a big task and helps when we work as a team to get them mailed.  Fire 
Chief John Melcher shared last month we responded to 2 medical calls, 4 mutual aid medical calls, 1 fire, 
and 1 mutual aid fire.  There will be no fire association meeting in December.  Snowshoe Races are 
planned for February 24-25, 2024, and they are currently working on tickets and prizes.  A replacement 
title for the old equipment van is needed so it can be sold.  The old concession stand will also be sold 
using sealed bids.  The AED for the town hall is here and a cabinet has been ordered.  The tanker is 
currently at Boyer Truck for emergency repairs.  Road crew foreman Brian Conley reported they have 
graded the roads, finished hauling gravel for Stromquist Road, fixed the shoulder on Torgerson Road, 
hauled and placed gravel on Holmes Road, finished the WISLR report and mailed it to the State, brushed 
Otto Road, brushed Kip Road, worked on the brusher, worked on the small garage heater, worked with 
the prisoners cutting the ROW on Oliphant Road, worked on the VFD auction listing, stuffed tax bills, 
sanded the roads, and received the new Mack dump truck and sander.  County Board Supervisor Joe 
Moen shared the trailer parks in Parkland are in the process of being cleaned up (asbestos is being 
removed first) and they are also working on the wake board resolution.  Community Events Chair Dana 
Dolsen shared they recently met and worked on how to better advertise for events, signs were made, 
they are teaming up with the VFD on the snowshoe races, The Kettle will continue to support this event 
and will hold the dance and secure a band, etc.  They recently elected officers and the chair is Dana 
Dolsen, secretary is Joan Stein, and treasurer will be Sandee Pease.  They will meet next on January 3 to 
discuss the snowshoe races—all volunteers are welcome! 
 
Bills:  The bills were reviewed previously and RP motioned to pay the bills as presented; DD seconded; 
all were in favor via voice vote; motion carried.   
 



Plan Commission:  They met on December 11 and representatives from the Amnicon/Dowling Lake 
Management were there to discuss the Wake Enhancement Ordinance.  A first draft is being prepared 
and they are looking for support from the town/town board on the ordinance and legislative action 
(there is currently a bill before the legislature on this issue).  The depth of each lake is needed (mean 
depth is about 7 feet).  The board will review a letter of support for the Wake Enhancement Ordinance 
with a few changes to be made.  The board will receive the revised letter for review.  After discussion, 
RP motioned to approve and support the letter with the changes made after board review; DD 
seconded; all were in favor via voice vote; motion carried.  Regarding Parr Road—a letter has been sent 
to their attorney. 
 
Parr Road Update:  A letter was sent to their attorney and no response has been received at this time—
no update.  We have also not heard from Douglas County Title on the research being done—we will 
follow up with County Zoning and the County Surveyor for any updates. 
 
Custodian Position:  Stan Dzikonski has stated he plans to retire at the end of the year (December 31).  
Dana Dolsen said she is interested in filling the position.   
 
Appointment of Election Inspectors:  Election inspectors must be appointed every two years.  No 
candidates from the Democratic or Republican Parties were received by November 30.  LD presented 
the list of election inspectors who have indicated they will work elections the next two years.  DD 
motioned to approve and appoint the list of election inspectors as presented; JB seconded; all were in 
favor via voice vote; motion carried.   
 
Public Comment:  The question was asked about the use of ARPA money for road work in general—yes, 
it can be used for road work and also for road work grants.   
 
The next Regular Town Board meeting will be Tuesday, January 9, 2024, at 7 p.m.  DD motioned to 
adjourn; RP seconded; all were in favor via voice vote; motion carried.  Meeting adjourned at 7:46 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
Laurie K. Dolsen, Town Clerk 
 
 


